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tributions, and scoured the valley of Vaniyambad?, quite
upto the gates of Yell ore.
Balaji Rao Peshwa at first demanded four lakhs from
the Nawab and finally reduced his demand to 2^ lakhs, half
of which was to be paid at once and the other half in a
month. Amrit Rao, the Maratha agent, negotiated with
the Nawab and was invited to Madras accompanied by the
latter. The Maratha agent said that the French had
offered 4 lakhs for their assistance. But it was not likely,
Ami-it Rao saw that the English merely wanted to gain
time till news from Europe should reach them as to the out-
break of war with France and strongly protested against
the evasion and procrastination. Finally, it was agreed
that 3,000 Maratha horse should join the English at (Jon-
jeevarani and proceeded with them to attack the French
army. Murtaza Ali Khan also received Amrit Rao before
the latter went to Arcot. Amrit Rao proceeded to Madras
whose merchants became greatly afraid that the disaster
of 1746 would befall them again and consequently sent
away their goods to Pulicat and other places for safety.
At that time the French controlled the whole coast from
G-anjam to Masulipatam, and they seemed likely to succeed
in getting control over Nell-ore also, as they were in alli-
ance with Najibullah Khan, its governor. The English
were very much afraid because the Khan had already given
the French the trading ports of Ramapatnam aond Krish-
rxapatnam on his coast. The whole situation was now so un-
certain that Ranga Pilla-i, the Diarist, thus remarked on
the plight of Muhammad Ali: i ll conclude from this ag-
reement of Muhammad Ali Khan with Amrit Rao nu<i his
departure that he is like a betel-nut in a nut-cutter, for
about 15,000 of the Naiia's (Peshwa's) horse are at Sat-
ghar, Amrit Rao is near at hand with 1,000 more, and the
French army is close by, engaging the English, He there-
fore, thinking that there would be danger in resistance,
sent his wives and family to Madras and Mylapore, and
himself entered into this agreement in order to escape. 1
do not think that he is sincere.''
The English Council at Madras felt that the best me-
thod of checking the French progress would be ail.
alliance with the Marathas, according to the Company's
plan of 1755, Potidicherry became stronger by at least